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He wrote to Wash- -~

track a month for other freight.

It eoxts the railroads about 6.3 mills a
mile to havl a ton of bituminous coal into
this State. The canals can carry it for
2 mills a mile for each ton. The averaze
ecost of hauling anthracite coal in New
York is S84 mills a ton for each mile.
The canals ean carry it at 2 mills per ton.
The saving in transportation charges on
bituminous - und anthracite conl during
the canal senson, if the canals are fullv
utihized, would amount to $11,000,000,

The Question of Boats.

Coal was vnee an important element in
canal traffie. - The New York State canals
have carried as much as 1,500,000 tons in
A seuason,
beeause the canals were not kept up, espe-
cially as regards terminal facilities,. Di-
gpite the urgent needs of manufacturers
the conals carried only 234,941 tons o
coal last year, and practically none
throngh the Cayuga and Seneca canals.

Although the State of New York has
reconstriucted the Erie Canal system it
left 10 private enterprise the equipment
of the canal with boats, assuming that the
certainty of profitable rates would insure
an adequate supply. The effect of th:
war, however, has been to make invest-
nenl in cunal boats less altractive to
capital than other investments. More-
over, the national Government has take.:
a large portion of the luke fleets und other
boats for its own uses,  This would be
couivalent to robbing the raibroads of
thar rolling stock and then expeeting
them to meet the demands upon them.

I am using the Erie Canal to illustrate
the gencral eanul situntion beeause the
faets and figures reganding it are more
readily available than for other eanals
and because it is typieal in an all around
way of all the canals.  Although
the FErie will soon be opened for
traflie, it has no boats of the type that
will be needed. These boats should be
many times the size of the canal boats
femiliar to us in the tows that eome
down the Hudson River during the sum-
mer, and instead of being drawn by mules
they will be propelled either hy their own
power or by large tug beats and will be
capable of carrying from 1,000 to 3,000
tons.

$5,000,000 Asked.

It has been demonstrated that loaded
barges can pass through the Champlain
Canal, the improvement of which was
completed last season, in thirty hours in-
stead of three days, as formerly was the
case. It is expecled that suitably eon-
structed barges can cover the distunce
between New York city and Buffalo in
eighty-seven hours, or at the rate of 140
miles a day. The average movement
of a loaded freight ear, under normal
conditions, is about 25 miles a day, and
under present conditions it is usually very
much less than that.

The Erie Canal system includes 440
miles of artificial waterwavs and 350 miles
of lakes and rivers, or 79 miles in all.

The State and ecity authorities are urg-
ing the national Government fo provide
money for building a fleet of canal boats.
Application has been made to the United
States Shipping Board for an allotment of
the funds at its disposal for this purpese,
a specific request for $5,000,000 having
been made by State Engineer Williams

The railroads got control of it

Missuissippi River,
ington to find out about it and received
a reply from Col. C. Keller, United States
Frgineer, who is on duty with the Com-
mittee on Inland Water Transportation
of the Couneil of National Defence, as
follows:

“In reply to your inquiry of February
6, I wish to say that you have been cor-
reetly informed as to the allotment of
$3,360,000 by the Shipping Board for
building four steamboats and twenty-four
barges for the Upper Mississippt River.
The terms under which these boats are
to be operaled are not yet definitely
fixed. It is expected, however, that they
will be leased to an operating company,
under a contract that will contemplate
payment of all overhead charges at a rea-
sonable amount for the repair and upkeep
of the barges and interest upon the in-
vestment of the United States. Our com-
mittee some time sinee reeommended sm-
ilar provision for the New York State
Barge Canal, Iml nothing has been done
in respect fo "

A National Nooi.

In pointing out to the New York Leg-
islature the need for a eanal boat fleet
Gen. Weatherspoon shows that the fullest
pessible use of the eanals is absolutely
essential to the national welfare. He eally
attention to the faet that the railroads
are entirely inadequate, one of the lines
paralleling the eanal having issued no less
than 1,600 embargoes dunng recent
months, He shows that the rocds have
hauled 20 per cent. more traffic last year
than was hauled during a similar peried
of previous vears and that they have had
only 2 per cent. more ears and 1 per cent.
more locomotives to do it with.  They
have reached the limit of their eapacity,

It is said that 100 pounds of freight
must be lunded on the other side every
day for every soldier thal we send abroad.
This means that if we have 1,000,000
men in Europe we must deliver every day
IWOQG.WU ['Hll.lnlla of fre |ght or 50,000

The State Gets Busy.

The Federal Government is able to oh-
tein materials, labor gnd capital whers
others eannot get these nevessities for the
building of a eanal Beet. The existing
shipbuilding plants are already filled with
o1ders, a tact that makes private construe-
tior. of a canal Heet almost impossible.
These and other pertinent facts are being
urged upon Seeretary MeAdoo and the
other Federul authorities.

Meanwhile the State of New York is
moving to provide at Jeast a certain numn-
ber of boats s that s canal system shall
rol remain absolutely idle. A bill has been
ntroduced by Senator Henry M. Sage of
Albany, chairman of the Finance Coni-
miltee of the Senate, authorizing the
State to invest 2,000,000 in one or more
corperations for bmilding and operating
eanal boats.

In explaining the purpose of this meas-
ure Senator Sage frankly told the Senato
that it was a war measure and that he
did not expect the State ever to get the
money bark., He said that it was intended
to be used by the Canal Board for con-
struction, equipment and operation of
hoats, in order that the danger of another
e¢nal and food shortage may be alleviated.

Attention 15 not wholly centred, even in
New York State, upon the Erie Canal
systemn. The Merchants Association and
the Chamber of (ommerce are hoth urg-
ing the Federal Government to make a
survey of the abandoned Delaware and
Hudson (anal, whirh extends from
Honesdale, Pa, to Rondout, N. Y., con-
necting the anthraeite coal tields of north-
eastern  Pennsylvania with the Hudson
River, with a view of ascertaining whether
it eannot be improved and utilized for
Lringing coal. A similar survey of other
waterways is being advoeated.

An effort is being made to induee the
Federal Government to build a canal from
Lake Erie across the Peninsula of Michi-
gan through northern Olio and Indiana
to Lake \ln-hlgxm.

Irish Prisoner Balke Cerman Captors

A ANY of us remember the story of
NI the man who threw his wife into

the pond to end the argument, only to
see her fingers above the surface of the
water at the last moment imitating the
action she could no longer shout, “Seis-
sors!” Something much like it happenesl
n Flanders not long ago.

Mike had beea captured and was being
marched to the rear, regaling himself hy
the way in informing every (ierman who
could understand English that although
he was now out of the war for good he
was proud of the part he had taken,
“*Cause why?" he wounld explain, “We
Tommies eertainly did give you hell at
Wipers.”

After this had been repeated at inter-
vals for two hours, it got to the ears of
the commanding officer, who ordered Mike
bronght before him and demanded why
he persisted in insulting the German aruy,
to which Mike rephed that he had no in-
tention of insulting anyv one, but that the
Herr General must admit that “We Tom-
mies certainly did gmive you hell at
Wipers.”

-Upon- being informed that if be per-

sisterd in that vein he would be shot, Mike
admitted that he did not care for such an
inglorious end, but he had done his bit
and done it well, * "Cause you must admit,
General, that we Tommies did certainly
give you hell at Wipers”

It did not take long to organize a drum-
head court-martial and eall out the firing
sauad, but as Mike was of jovial soul the
Generul offered him a last chance. “Swear
allegianee to the Kaiser and cut out your
boasting about what you have done and
you shall not be shot.”

Mike calmly replied that there was
nothing doing, but a hgght idea seems to
have ocenrred to him just as the guns
were levelled, and he held up his hand.
“I'l swear,” he shouted. “Dun’t shoot.”

Tn less than an bour he took the oath
of allegianee 10 the Kaiser and =at down
at the table with the soldiers, a stein of
beer and a plate of Frankfurters in front
of him. Slapping his neighbor on the
back he <tood up. glass in hand:

“Well, we're all Germans together now
bve, and Um with sou. I'm proud of
vou. We're guing to do some =0T work
together, hoys, hut say them Tomuies cer-
tainly dul gice ¢s hell ot Wipers.”

Y othom i

Another project conteruplates the build-
mg of a canal from Pittshurg, Pa, to
Lake Ere, a distance of 100 miles.

These two waterways if built would
emnect the Erie Canal system and the
Atlantie scaboard by water with the bitu-
minous coal fields of western Pennsyl-
vania and Illineis, to say nuthing of the
routes which they would open for trans-
nortation of other eommodities. A similawe
result would follow the construction of &
l:mpos'nl canal from Pittshurg to the
Ohio River. This would give access down
the Ohio to the Mississippi and the Gulf.

A plan is being advoeated for an em-
lerged canal from Lake Michigan to the
Mississippi River along the line of the
Chieago Drainsge (anal.

An Inland Waterway.

Another eanal projeet which has at-
tracted much attention contemplates the
building of a waterway for large vessels
from Boston to Chesapeake Bay. Tkis
provides a roate through the Cape Cod
Canal, Leng Island Sound and Hell Gate
mto New York harbor. The existing
canal from Newark Bay to the Delaware
River at Trenton would be enlarged, and
the route would follow the course of the
Delaware  River to Wilmington and
thenee acruss northern Delaware inte
Maryland at the outlet of the Susine-
lianna River into Chesapeake Bay.

Not only are the fullest possible utili-
zotion of existing eanais and their great-
est possible exiension essential as war
measures, but they are also essential fopr
commereial uses after the war.

The objection is frequently made to
improvements that cannot be finished in-
side of a year that it would be useless to
undertake them beeause “the war will
be over before they ecan be eompleted.”
Nobody knows when the war will be over.
Furthermore, the United States, or at
least the more settled portions of it,
must follow the example of the clder na-
tions in FEurope by utilizing its waterways
after the war,

The breakdown of the railroad SETVIee
began 1o be felt before the United States
entered the war. It is not a result of
our participation in the struggle. The
truth is that east of the Mississippi River

the raiironds eannot meet commereial -

netds for transportation. How short
sighted it is to depend npon this single
means of transportation has recently been
demonstrated twice: first, when the rail-
read brotherhoods threatened to tie up
the roads in 1916, and again when the
necessity for moving war freight pars-
Iyzed them. It is true that the eunals,
at least in the North, cannot be operated
during the fonr or five months of extreme
eold wenther, bat they will be able to .
perform an incalenlable serviee to the
community during their season of opern-

et a il e

W o I8 fawe

af




